The Man of Lawlessness - 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Topics:
Confusion, Evil, Future, Hell, Hopelessness, Judgment, Last Days, Lost,
Miracles, Second Coming

Open It Questions
A. What would make you think that the end of the world was near?

B. If you were convinced the world would end in six months, what
would you do until then?

C. What evidence do you see of evil forces active in the world
today?

Explore It Questions
1.  What subject was Paul addressing? (2:1)
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What reaction had Paul’s previous letter caused among his
readers? (2:2)

What must happen before the day of the Lord comes? (2:3)

What kind of person will the man of lawlessness be? (2:4)

What is delaying the coming of the man of lawlessness? (2:5-6)

What will happen to allow the man of lawlessness to be
revealed? (2:7)
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7. What will happen when the man of lawlessness encounters the
Lord Jesus? (2:8)

8.  How will Satan’s power be evident during the time of the man of
lawlessness? (2:9-10)

9.  Why will people perish? (2:10-12)

10. What will God do to allow those who delight in wickedness to
persist in their ways? (2:11-12)

Get It Questions
11. How should a Christian react to any predictions about Christ’s
return?
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12.  How close do you think we are to the end times and the return of
Christ? Why?

13.  What can a person do to get ready for Christ’s return?

14.  What gives Christians confidence as they face the end times and
the forces of the antichrist?

15. What powers of lawlessness and rebellion are already present in
our world?

16. How can you decide if a miracle or a miracle worker is from God

or from Satan?




17.  What will cause people to turn away from God during the end
times?

Apply It Questions
18. How can you strengthen your faith today so that you are ready to
face any evil days that will come?

19. What can you say to a loved one or friend this week that will
lovingly draw them away from wickedness and unbelief?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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A. What would make you

think that the end of the

world was near? OPEN IT
QUESTIONS
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B. If you were convinced
the world would end 1n

six months, what would

you do until then? OPEN IT
QUESTIONS
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C. What evidence do you

see of evil forces active

in the world today?
OPEN IT
QUESTIONS
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Some of the Thessalonian believers seemed
to have accepted incorrect teaching regarding
Christ’s Second Coming (2:2-3) and what

would happen in the world before he
returned. Paul had already taught them much
when he was with them and had explained INTRODUCTION

more 1n his first letter (1 Thessalonians 4-5).
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This letter tells of a time of great
rebellion against God led by a man of

lawlessness (the Antichrist). During

this time God will remove all

restraints on evil, and then he will
execute his final judgment.
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'Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we
will be gathered to meet him.

2Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say
that the day of the Lord has already begun. Don’t believe
them, even 1f they claim to have had a spiritual vision, a

revelation, or a letter supposedly from us.
3 Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will not SCRIPTURE
come until there is a great rebellion against God and the (NLT)

man of lawlessness 1s revealed—the one who brings
destruction.
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4 He will exalt himself and defy everything
that people call god and every object of
worship. He will even sit 1n the temple of God,
claiming that he himself 1s God.

> Don’t you remember that I told you about all

this when I was with you?
¢ And you know what is holding him back, for SCRIPTURE
he can be revealed only when his time comes. (NLT)
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"For this lawlessness is already at work
secretly, and 1t will remain secret until the one
who 1s holding 1t back steps out of the way.

8 Then the man of lawlessness will be
revealed, but the Lord Jesus will slay him with

the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the SCRIPTURE
splendor of his coming. (NLT)
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® This man will come to do the work of Satan with
counterfeit power and signs and miracles.

10 He will use every kind of evil deception to fool
those on their way to destruction, because they refuse
to love and accept the truth that would save them.
11'So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and

h 111 beli hese lies.

Ez eT3;1 will be leve these lies o | SCRIPTURE
en they will be condemned for enjoying evil

rather than believing the truth. (NLT)
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What subject was Paul addressing?
(2:1)

INow, dear brothers and sisters, let

us clarify some things about the EXPLORE IT
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ QUESTIONS
and how we will be gathered to

meet him.
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2. What reaction had Paul’s previous
letter caused among his readers? (2:2)

2Don t be so easily shaken or alarmed by

those who say that the day of the Lord has EXPLORE IT
already begun. Don t believe them, even if
they claim to have had a spiritual vision, a

revelation, or a letter supposedly from us.
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3. What must happen before the
day of the Lord comes? (2:3)

3 Don t be fooled by what they say. For

that day Wll.l not come until there is a EXPLORE IT
great rebellion against God and the man UESTIONS
of lawlessness is revealed—the one who Q

brings destruction.
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4. What kind of person will the
man of lawlessness be? (2:4)

4 He will exalt himself and defy

everything that people call god and EXPLORE IT
every object of worship. He will even sit
in the temple of God, claiming that he

himself is God.
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S. What is delaying the coming of
the man of lawlessness? (2:5-6)

> Don t you remember that I told you about all

this when I was with you? EXPLORE IT
6 And you know what is holding him back, for
he can be revealed only when his time comes. QUESTIONS
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6. What will happen to allow the man of
lawlessness to be revealed? (2:7)

’ For this lawlessness is already at work

secretly, and it will remain secret until EXPLORE IT
the one who is holding it back steps out QUESTIONS

of the way.
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7. What will happen when the man of

lawlessness encounters the Lord
Jesus? (2:8)

8 Then the man of lawlessness will be
revealed, but the Lord Jesus will slay him
with the breath of his mouth and destroy QUESTIONS
him by the splendor of his coming.
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3. How will Satan’s power be evident
during the time of the man of
lawlessness? (2:9-10)

? This man will come to do the work of Satan

with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. EXPLORE IT
10 He will use every kind of evil deception to fool UESTIONS
those on their way to destruction, because they Q

refuse to love and accept the truth that would
save them.
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9. Why will people perish? (2:10-12)

10 He will use every kind of evil deception to fool

those on their way to destruction, because they

refuse to love and accept the truth that would

save them. ! So God will cause them to be EXPLORE IT
greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. QUESTIONS
12 Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil

rather than believing the truth.
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10. What will God do to allow those who

delight in wickedness to persist in their
ways? (2:11-12)

1 So God will cause them to be greatly

deceived, and they will believe these lies. EXPLORE IT
12 Then they will be condemned for QUESTIONS

enjoying evil rather than believing the
truth.
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11.  How should a Christian react to any
predictions about Christ’s return?

How close do you think we are to

glﬁ 6113 ;ivn}qles? and the return of I T
rist? Why QUESTIONS
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13.  What can a person do to get
ready for Christ’s return?

What gives Christians

confidence? GET IT
QUESTIONS
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15. What powers of lawlessness and
rebellion are already present in
our world?

How can you decide 1f a miracle or

a miracle worker is from God or GET IT
from Satan? QUESTIONS
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17. What will cause people to turn
away from God during the

end times?
GET IT
QUESTIONS
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18. How can you strengthen your faith

today so that you are ready to face any
evil days that will come?

What can you say to a loved one or
friend this week that will lovingly

draw them away from wickedness and
unbelief?
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